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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 6509 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: ASEAN SECURITY SCHEME 

IN BRIEF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR JUNE 3, 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY MELCHOR CONFIRMED REUTERS REPORT IN 
BULLETIN TODAY (DATELINED JUNE 2, SINGAPORE) THAT ASEAN 
COUNTRIES HAVE BEGUN INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS ON PROPOSAL 
FOR NON-AGGRESSION PACT. HE SAID THAT DISCUSSIONS ON 
SECURITY ASPECTS OF SCHEME WERE GOING ON AT TECHNICAL 
LEVEL. 

COMMENT: THIS WOULD APPEAR TO REPRESENT FIRST TIME THAT 
ASEAN HAS ADDRESSED ITSELF TO PRACTICAL REQUIREMENTS OF 
PROPOSED ZONE OF PEACE, FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY. WE 
WILL REPORT FURTHER AS OPPORTUNITY PERMITS. 
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